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President’s Message 
 

Greetings Gourders  

Again, the California Gourd Society has been busy.  In May we participated in the 

Leiser Festival with an information booth and by hosting the third annual Gourd Com-

petition. It was very successful. We had 103 entries. The Orange County Gourd Soci-

ety Patch received a $100 award for entering the most gourds in competition. Their 

patch members entered 19 gourds.  Congratulations. All the entries were exceptional; 

gourd art has truly evolved. Rebecca Stark was in charge of the competition and did an 

outstanding job. She got judges, clerks and volunteers willing to oversee the exhibit. 

Judging is not an easy task, especially with so many amazing entries. So a big thanks 

to the judges Marty Sizemore, Pinky Mitchell and Barbara Cody and to all who par-

ticipated in the competition. Also, a special thank you to Greg Leiser who took pic-

tures of all the entries and my wonderful, supportive husband who made a CD of the 

whole festival including all the entries and pictures from the festival. And of course, a 

special Thank you to Greg and Mary Leiser who have hosted the festival for 10 years.  

 

In late June and early July, CGS had an information booth at the GourdStock Festival 

put on by the San Diego County Gourd Artists, led by Sherry Hunga-Moore. The 

Patch does a stupendous job. There were great classes offered for three days, make and 

take booths, and a fine art display. Their silent auction included donated gourds, gourd 

DVDs, art supplies, and dinner on the town to recall just some of the items I bought 

tickets for. There were many vendors selling supplies, gourds, art work and tie dyed 

clothes (it was gourdstock after all).  My great grandkids loved their tie dyed sox. It 

was such fun seeing gourd friends at both festivals and gaining some new members 

too.  We need to support these activities to have them continue.  

 

Once again I vis-

ited the East Bay 

Gourd Patch in 

order to see the 

talented James 

Dollar demon-

strate his style of 

pyrography. He is 

so talented. He 

uses a hot tool for 

his work. His 

pieces are burned, 

not painted. It is 

his gourd in the 

picture this month 

(instead of me).  

 I gave a Pyrogra-

phy demonstration 

at my husband’s 

woodworking group (Sacramento Area Woodworkers/SAW) last week – telling them 

anything I could do on a gourd, they could do on wood. Many of them were quite in-

terested in gourds and the question session went way beyond Pyrography on wood. 

Just goes to show, there are lots of ways to get information about gourds out to the 

general public.  

 

I hope you have visited our website which has been up since the first of May. I encour-

age every member to put some pictures on the “Member Gallery” page. The Member’s 

page can link to your website if you have one. Check it out! 

 

Hope your gourd garden is growing. Mine is!  

Happy Gourding – Sylvia Nelson  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To promote the horticulture, crafting  

and appreciation of the hard-shelled 

gourds (Lagenaria Siceraria) by pro-

viding charitable and educational ac-

tivities to members of the society, 

growers, artists, crafters, business peo-

ple and the public through community 

support and education. 
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Novice Division  
 
Category 2 Gourd art from a class taken or from a book - 1st Kay Jones, 2nd Aaron Bullock, 3rd Pricilla Olson                 
Category 3 Holiday theme – 1st Aaron Bullock, 2nd Marybeth Fallon, 3rd Dawnell Sauve 
Category 4 Wall art– 1st Kay Jones 
Category 5 Garden art– 1st Jim Martin 
Category 6 Mix media - 1st Aaron Bullock, 2nd Dennis Johnson, 3rd Jim Martin 
Category 7 Utilitarian gourd – 1st Pamela Argo, 2nd Pricilla Olson, 3rd Jim Martin 
Category 9 Folk art – 1st Aaron Bullock, 2nd Jim Martin 
Category 10 Animals  – 1st and Best of Division Novice Pamela Argo, 2nd Dawnell Sauve, 3rd Aaron Bullock 

Master’s Division 
 

  1st  Vickie Echols, 1st Betty Fitch, 2nd Brenda DeWald, 3rd Joyce Campbell 

Open  Division 
 
Category 1 Collaborative work gourd– 1st  Z Gourd Miners, 2nd Sutter Buttes, 3rd Z Gourd Miners 
Category 2 Gourd art from a class/book–  1st Joni Canada, 2nd Darlene Propp, 3rd Patty Brown 
Category 3 Holiday theme – 1st Clarence Schmidt, 2nd Patty Brown, 3rd Olive Moore 
Category 4  Wall art– 1st Taj Johnson, 2nd Jessica DiGiacomo, 3rd Clarence Schmidt 
Category 5 Garden art– 1st Jessica DiGiacomo, 2nd Marilyn Carrico, 3rd Olive Moore 
Category 6 Mix media– 1st and Best of Division Open – Vickie Siefeit, 2nd Joyce Campbell,  
        3rd Jessica DiGiacomo 
Category 7 Utilitarian gourd – 1st Joyce Campbell, 2nd Melita Crowell, 3rd Donna/Cecil Martin 
Category 8 Textile – 1st Joyce Campbell, 2nd JoAnn Clark 
Category 9 Folk art – 1st Betsy Kritzon, 2nd Margie Jordon 
Category 10 Animals – 1st Joyce Campbell, 2nd Steve Siefeit, 3rd Debra Zimmeriman 
Category 11* – Inspired by Larry McClelland - 1st and People’s Choice -Zane Poulson, 2nd Jill Walker,  
                  3rd Joyce Campbell 
(*award given by Greg and Mary Leiser) 

Competition Entries by Patch: Bakersfield – 2, San Diego – 7, San Bernardino – 3, Orange Co. – 18, Calabash – 2, Santa Cruz – 

4, Z Miner – 16, Bachelor Valley – 1, Amador – 8, Sutter Buttes – 12, Foothill – 5 , No patch affiliation - 25     (Continued on page 6) 

California Gourd Society 2012 Gourd Art Competition Winners 
Head Judge - Rebecca Stark  

Judges – Barbara Cody, Marty Sizemore, and Pinky Mitchell 
 Clerks – Barbara Rippetoe and Pricilla Olson 

Location: Greg Leiser Gourd Farm 
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Above: Clint Appelt - "Lighted 

Shadow Box Picture Frame" 

  

 

Left: Gloria Crane - "Filigree 

Sea Life" 

  

Right: Maria Dellos - 

"Geometric SW Gourd" 

 

Above: Connie Howell - 

"Apache Tears Fetish Bear"  

Above: Miriam Joy - "Flight In 

White"  

 

               Above: Olive Moore - "Mini                     

          Mama" 

  

Left: Clint Appelt - 

"Three Dimensional 

Feather" 

  

 

Below: Carol Cherry - 

"Gourds From A to Z" 

  

Below: Gloria Crane - 

"Leather Tooled w/Turquoise 

Inlay" 

 

 

 

Left: Mardella Ivers - 

"Water Drum"  

 

 

 

 

Right: Miriam Joy - "Grape 

Harvest"  

  

 

 

 

 

Left: Olive Moore - 

"Ancient Vessels"  

 

 

 

 

* 

Pre Festival Gourd Classes Davis Ranch 
 

Thursday September 20, 2012 classes below. 

Class price $50 -$70 plus material fee 

Classes are 9-4 a.m. each day 

Friday September 21, 2012 classes below 
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California Gourd Society 2012  

Gourd Art Competition  
And  

Greg Lesier Gourd Art Festival  
 

(Continued from page 1 and on page 7) 
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CGS is considering gourd competition categories for 

our 2013 Gourd Art Competitions. 

 

Categories will be published in the Fall issue of the 

Golden Gourd newsletter in November and will be at 

our website when the selection is completed. 

 

Please send any ideas and suggestions to President 

Sylvia Nelson by October 1, 2012.  

 

Hummm I can’t believe we are 

thinking about categories  

already but it must be so 

Time to get creative. 

Susan Sullivan, President of Orange County Gourd Society, along with OC patch members 

Bill Duncan and Jack Thorp formed a AGS Certified judging team at the 2012 OC Fair in 

July.  They selected Norma Prickett's outstanding Gourd Mask entry in the Home Arts 

Competition to receive a CGS Award of Special Merit ribbon.  Norma, a long time CGS 

member,  has entered her gourd art pieces for several years and has many blue ribbons to 

show for her efforts.  Congratulations, Norma!  

 

This was great fun, and we encourage all patches 

to partner with their local County Fairs to be able 

to have CGS certified judges select a piece and 

present a CGS Special Merit ribbon Patch coordi-

nators can request a ribbon from the Awards and 

Recognition Committee Chair Niki Zaragoza  
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 GOURD PATCH COORDINATORS 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

REGIONAL COORDINATOR: Susan Gouig; 

suegg51@yahoo.com; 707 433-8223 

 

Amador County Gourd Artists - Carol Cherry; 916-983-

3527 (or Sylvia Nelson; sylvianelson@citlink.net; 916-

682-2437)  
 

Bachelor Valley Gourd Club of Lake County - Marilyn 

Crayton; 707-275-3469; Doodahlandgourds@hotmail.com 

(or contact Kennie Winter 707-263-7980; 650-948-

9189; kenniewinter@yahoo.com) 

www.bachelorvalleygourdclub.weebly.com 

 

Calabash Club of Silicon Valley - Jayne Xavier; 408-

779-9550; nimbleneedle@aol.com 

 

Folsom/Sacramento Patch Gourd Miners  

- Barbara Cody; barbaraoic@sbcglobal.net; Carol Des 

Voigne; caroldesv1@att.net 

 

Foothill Gourders - El Dorado County - Carolee 

Jones; 916- 988-7971; dcjones@earthlink.net; Betsy 

Kritzon; 916- 202-0872; bkritzon@yahoo.com  

 

East Bay Gourd Patch – San Francisco - Kay Van 

Hoesen; kdvanh@sbcglobal.net; 925-254-0838; and 

Kathleen MacIntyre; kmac1958@hotmail.com  

 

Santa Cruz Gourd Patch - Kris Mangliers;  831-338-

3449; kmangliers@earthlink.net  

 

Sonoma – Petaluma County Patch  - Georgette Maf-

fei; 707-996-8667 

 

Sutter Buttes Gourd Artists - Marty Sizemore; 

eyeseeu@localnet.com; 530-751-2497 

 

 

 

 

GOURD PATCH COORDINATORS 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

REGIONAL COORDINATOR: Sherry Hunga-

Moore; 760- 781-3311; florashm@aol.com  

 

Antelope Valley Gourd Patch – Linda Noblitt; 

gourdydolls@yahoo.com; 661-947-3411 

 

Bakersfield/Kern County Gourd Patch – Marty 

Barnes; mbarnes002@bak.rr.com   

 

Gourd Artisans of Los Angeles (GALA) – Laurie 

Fidler; lauriefidler@mac.com; 626-621-0470  

 

Los Angeles West (LAW) Gourd Patch – Niki 

Zaragoza 818-645-4436; and Sheila Goetz she-

goetz@earthlink.net; and Colleen Sher sher-

gourds@gmail.com  

 

Orange County Gourd Society Patch - 

Susan Sullivan; susansphn@aol.com; 714-997-4482 

(for meeting info call 714-641-8124); http://

ocgourdpatch.shutterfly.com  

 

San Bernardino Patch - Darlene Propp; dragon-

gourd@dslextreme.com; 909-862-9717 

 

San Diego County Gourd Artists - Sherry Hunga-

Moore; 760- 781-3311; florashm@aol.com (or Stacy 

Day; 760-751-3324; stacy.day@hp.com) 

www.sandiegocountygourdpatch.com  

 

San Fernando Valley Gourd Patch - Olga Hammer; 

818-348-5942; or Nina Lowy; 818-786-1791; kat-

neng@sbcglobal.net, or Dori Aberson: 818-702-

8020; daberson@aol.com 

 

Temecula Valley Gourd Artists - Barbara McDer-

mott; 951-894-1817; mcdeeart@verizon.net  

 

Tulare Sequoia Patch - Toni Best; 559- 627-5430; 

capineneedles@sbcglobal.net; and Sue Winters-

Brown; 559-561-0608; suewinters9@gmail.com 

 

Ventura County Gourd Artists – Charlene Smith; 

805-649-9868;ojaiprez@hotmail.com; Elsie 

Cogswell; 805-491-5846; elsiecogs@verizon.net; 

www.channelislandsgourdsociety.com  
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Channel Islands Gourd Society (now 

known as Ventura County Gourd Art-

ists) held their 10th Annual Gourd Art 

Festival on June 2 and it was a huge 

success. It was a perfect day for visi-

tors to come out and be impressed by 

our members gourd art. Visitors were 

steady and sales were brisk. There 

were lots of favorable comments 

about our gourds on display in the 

clubhouse. This year we had hourly demonstrations in a 

designated area. Visitors had lots of questions and 

came away knowing a lot more about gourds than when 

they came in... The hit of the afternoon was the gourd 

hat parade. Members really went wild with their crea-

tions. Children enjoyed their special booth and had fun 

creating gourd medallions. Everyone enjoyed listening 

to fiddle music by the Santa Clara River Bottom Boys. 

We had good participation in a drum circle. All in all, it 

was the best festival we ever had. 

New Name! Same Great Festival 

Ventura County Gourd Artists Hold Their 10th Annual Gourd Art Festival 
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HOW FAR WOULD YOU GO? 

 By Sylvia Nelson 

 
 Twenty five hundred miles is how far Jelena Clay was willing to go to take part in the 10th Annual 

Greg Leiser Farms Gourd Art Festival. 

 Jelena came from the Hilo side of the Big Island where she has a Gallery called “The Puka” which 

means ' The hole' because its a tiny 'hole in the wall' location in the village of Honomu. She has been in-

volved with gourds since 1993.  Originally a fiber artist working in basketry, quilting and other Hawaiian 

craft, gourds were a natural progression. She liked working with the random natural form with each 

gourd seeming to choose their own design.  Her work reflects hawaii and she is represented by the Vol-

cano Art Gallery. She has had several solo exhibits and has had her work displayed at the Honolulu Acad-

emy of Art and many other Juried Exhibits. She found Leiser Gourds by accident and since that time has 

bought her gourds from Greg and Mary. 

 She came to teach but she says she gained so much in the way of friends, ideas and fun. She has joined 

the California Gourd Society and hopes to be invited back to teach again. 

She grew up in Saratoga and went to Hawaii at age 18 to meet a friend and stayed, that was 29 years 

ago.  Her husband is from Hawaii and she has two sons and a daughter. One son is a safety for the Univer-

sity of Hawaii at Manoa Football Team. The other son works with his Dad in their construction company. 

Her daughter is a Hula dancer who has danced the Merrie Monarch and performs in Japan.  

Jelena has been teaching at the Volcano Art Center for twelve years and throughout the islands. She truly 

enjoys sharing her art with others. We are glad she does! She taught three classes at Leiser’s and I heard 

nothing but good reports about how fun the classes were.  Her classes were palm sheath baskets, a gourd 

lamp and a lidded turtle gourd decorated with gilders paste. 

 Jelena gets her inspiration from nature. Being in Hawaii she is surrounded by philodendron leaves, 

jacaranda, and kukui nuts. All of which she incorporates into her baskets and gourds. She even uses natu-

ral material from coconut trees for embellishments. 

 She was a great addition to our Festival and says she thought we were a fabulous gourd community. I 

quote her “what a great group of people! I had the best time~!  I joined the CA gourd society and look 

forward to coming back and possibly teaching other venues.  Please let people know I am available” 

 

“Jelena’s has a Facebook page if anyone wants to see her work, they can just search 'the Puka gallery' pic-

tured below. 
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More festival pictures can be found at:  

http://www.sandiegocountygourdpatch.com/apps/photos/album?albumid=13144994&pagesize=60&page=2 
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Guest musician Youssoupha Sidibe playing the Kora live at the Greek 

Theatre in Los Angeles with String Cheese. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DVD of Leiser Festival includes all the entries in competition, 

pictures of the vendors, pictures of the festival. $10.00 to CGS 

members. Send order to cagourdpres@frontier.com 

Pulque Sucking Gourd (Lagenaria siceraria) 

 

 Pulque is an alcoholic beverage made from the sap, 

or “aguamiel,” of the maguey plant (Agave ameri-

cana). 

 Traditionally, the stalk of a mature maguey would be 

cut at the base, and the accumulating aguamiel would 

be collected twice daily by sucking it into a long 

gourd  

with holes cut into both ends. It would then be fer-

mented to produce the white foamy drink known as 

pulque.  

This pulque sucking gourd was collected by NS/S co-

founder Barney Burns in 1984 in Hidalgo, a major 

center of pulque production. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family Membership consists of a husband/
wife, mother/daughter, father/daughter, etc.  
 
That includes one coupon and one email ad-
dress.  
 
Membership is January 1— December 31 



 

  

Golden Gourd Newsletter 

 

Hello,  

I would like to thank everyone that helps 

with the copy, pictures and ad support of 

the Golden Gourd Newsletter.  

 

I do try to make every effort to put all the 

items sent to me in the newsletter. But  as you can see by 

the number of events and news not all can  make it in. 

Please except my apology I will always try to include it the 

next issue when possible or at the website.  

 

If you do find an error please send me an email and I will 

correct the archive copy and print a correction in the next 

issue. 

 

For the most current  information please visit THE 

NEWLY DESIGNED the California Gourd Society 

website at: www.californiagourdsociety.com  
 

The website is still a work in progress so please give our 

webmasters time to get all the features up and running.  

 

Also, in our continuing commitment to better communicate 

with our members we have started using Constant Contact 

as our email list server. This will be used to not only send 

the Golden Gourd but to also more effectively get gourd 

related information to members. As with all new things 

there is a learning curve so please have patients. 

 

Invoices for ads will be emailed upon request. Rates are 

listed on page 22. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support! 

Happy gourding  

Mary Bliss 

Editor Golden Gourd 
080712  v.2 

 

 

 

Fall …………….….…….……. October 15, 2012 

Winter ………..…....…... .… December 31, 2012 

Ad Rates 2012 

Half Page $25 

3” X 3”  $15 

Business Card (members only) $5 

Please note: Full Page Ads are only offered to festivals,  

retreats and conferences cost is $50 per issue. 
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CGS BOARD of DIRECTORS 2012 
 

President 

Sylvia Nelson  cagourdpres@frontier.com     (916) 682-2437   

 

First Vice President 

Barbara Rippetoe    bjrippetoe@sbcglobal.com    (916) 988-6599  

 

Secretary  
Peggy Blessing  giza2005@sbcglobal.net          (858) 292-9219 

 

Treasurer 
Christina Chrivia krisytina@cox.net           (619) 890-1637  

 

VP Membership 

JoAnn Clark  b4gourds@yahoo.com          (760) 749-9410 

 

Director of Northern Programs  

Susan Gouig        suegg51@yahoo.com 
  
Director of Southern Programs  

Sherry Hunga-Moore  florashm@aol.com     (760) 781-3311 

 

Directors at Large 

Greg Leiser   gleiser@afes.com       (530) 735-6677 

Betsy Roberts       gourdprincessb@yahoo.com       (619) 460-0732 

______________________________________________________ 

 

CGS Positions and Committees  
 

Committee Chair -Fund Raising and Competition Categories  

Betsy Roberts       gourdprincessb@yahoo.com       (619) 460-0732 

 

Committee Chair - Committee for Information and Resources 

Lisa Toth   gourddiva@verizon.net     (805) 735-7329 

 

Committee Chair - Committee for Awards and Recognition 

Niki Zaragoza  gourdniki@yahoo.com     (818) 244-3705 

 

Editor, The Golden Gourd Newsletter  

Mary Bliss   editorgoldengourd@yahoo.com   (714) 305-9687 

 

Web Master  

Betsy Kritzon      bkritzon@californiagourdsociety.com 

Diane Pavey        dpavey@californiagourdsociety.com 

 
President Emeritus  

Carol Rookstool   crookstool@gotsky.com  (213)624-1200 x3023 

 

Immediate Past President 

Jill Walker   gourdwalker@charter.net           (831) 728-4427 

______________________________________________________ 

CGS On-Line 

 
CGS Website - http://www.californiagourdsociety.com 

 

CGS Logo Printing http://www.cafepress.com/cagourdsociety 

 

CGS Members Only Message Board  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/calgourd/ 

mailto:bjrippetoe@sbcglobal.com
mailto:suegg51@yahoo.com
mailto:bkritzon@californiagourdsociety.com
mailto:dpavey@californiagourdsociety.com
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Craftsman's Blend: stain and finish in one 

bottle. 

Artistic Finish: beautiful colors and finish in 

one bottle. 

Brush cleaner, crackle medium, open time, 

wood filler and decoupage medium. 
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GOURDS — GLASS — CERAMICS 
 

Create fused glass embellishments for your 

gourd art in your microwave! 
 

 Microwave Kiln Kits 

 Fusing Glass and Supplies 

 Gourds 

 Stains, Paint, Metallics, Foils and MORE! 

 Bisque, Glaze, Acrylics, Brushes, Firing 

 

CREATE IT 

Createit@att.net 

714 641-8124 


